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1. BARRY LANDO, PRODUCER OF CBS "60 MINUTES", HAS BEEN IN 
NASSAU EOR SEVERAL DAYS INTERVIEWING VARIOUS SEGMENTS OE 
THE SOCIETY ON A BACKGROUND BASIS FOR A PROJECTED 60 MINUTE 
PROGRAM ON THE BAHAMAS AS A TAX HAVEN. LANDO HAS MET WITH 
VARIOUS EMBASSY OFFICERS (REF A) INCLUDING THE AMBASSADOR 
THIS MORNING. 

2. EOR THE MOST PART, LANDO'S QUESTIONS WERE STRAIGHTFORWARD 
AND POSED NO SPECIAL PROBLEMS BEYOND THOSE WHICH ARE ALWAYS 
RAISED WHEN THE ISSUE OF THE BAHAMAS AS A TAX HAVEN HITS 

THE PRESS. HOWEVER, I NOTE A PROBE INTO ONE SPECIFIC AREA 
WHICH COULD GIVE US PROBLEMS NAMELY THE EXTENT TO WHICH THE 
IRS HAD SECRET INFORMERS IN THE BAHAMAS. 

3. LANDO WAS, OF COURSE, FAMILIAR WITH THE OPERATIONS 
"HAVEN" AND "TRADEWINDS" DETAILS BUT BEYOND THAT ALLEGED 
AS HE HAD EARLIER TO OTHER EMBASSY OFFICERS (REF A) THAT HE 

HAD ADDITIONAL KNOWLEDGE OE SPECIFIC INFORMERS CURRENTLY REPEAT 
CURRENTLY ON IRS PAYROLL, REFERRING IN PARTICULAR TO "ONE 
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NO IRS PERSONNEL WERE PERMITTED TO VISIT THE BAHAMAS WITHOUT 
PRIOR EMBASSY CLEARANCE, THAT SUCH VISITS WERE VERY IN- 
EREQUENT AND THAT TO THE BEST OE MY KNOWLEDGE NO INFORMERS 
WERE CONTACTED OR PAID ON SUCH VISITS. LANDO, WHO EVIDENCED 
CONSIDERABLE KNOWLEDGE OE HIS SUBJECT MATTER, IMMEDIATELY 
COUNTERED BY STATING THAT HIS INEORMATION WAS THAT INEORMERS 
WERE IN CONTACT WITH IRS OFEICIALS IN U.S. AND PRESUMABLY 
WERE PAID IN U.S. I SAID I COULD NOT PROVIDE ANY INFORMATION 
ON THIS ASPECT OE THE SUBJECT WHICH WAS BEYOND MY KNOWLEDGE. 

4. COMMENT: MY GUESS IS THAT ONE PART OP THE "60 MINUTES" 

STORY WILL PEATURE THE USE OP UNDERCOVER INPORMANTS QUITE 
PROBABLY MAINTAINING THAT SUCH INPORMANTS REMAIN ACTIVE 
DESPITE THE OPERATIONS "HAVEN" AND "TRADEWINDS" PUBLICITY 
WITH ITS ADVERSE IMPACT ON US/BAHAMAS RELATIONS. AS DEPART- 
MENT HAS BEEN AWARE FOR SOME TIME, I HAVE BEEN MOST CONCERNED 
AND UNEASY BY MY KNOWLEDGE THAT THERE IS A CONTINUED USE OP 
INEORMERS. AT MY MEETING OP JUNE 23 WITH ALL U.S. INVEST- 
IGATORY AGENCIES, THE POINT WAS MADE THAT CERTAIN OP THESE 
AGENCIES OPERATE UNDER STATUTES WHICH EXPLICITLY PROVIDE 
POR COOPERATION WITH INPORMANTS. POINT WAS FURTHER MADE THAT 
CONTACTS WERE NOT MADE IN THE BAHAMAS WITH SUCH INFORMANTS 
BUT ONLY IN U.S. RECOGNIZING VALIDITY OP THESE POINTS, THE 
PACT REMAINS THAT PUBLIC DISCLOSURE THAT USG CONTINUES TO 
RECEIVE INEORMATION FROM, AND PAYS INFORMANTS LIVING IN, 

THE BAHAMAS WILL BE GREETED AS FURTHER EVIDENCE THAT DESPITE 
ASSURANCES TO THE CONTRARY USG IS CONTINUING TO ACT IN A 
MANNER POSSIBLY CONTRARY TO BAHAMIAN LAW AND CLEARLY CONTRARY 
TO MAINTENANCE OF GOOD RELATIONS BETWEEN USG AND GCOB. IN 
THIS REGARD, IT IS WORTH NOTING DEGREE TO WHICH GCOB HACKLES 
HAVE ALREADY BEEN RAISED BY NEWSWEEK ARTICLE (SEE REFTELS 
B AND C). FINALLY, AS I HAVE STATED ON A NUMBER OF OCCASIONS, 

WE ARE DOUBLY VULNERABLE SINCE GCOB HAS OFFERED TO WORK OUT 
AN ARRANGEMENT WHEREBY NECESSARY INFORMATION WOULD BE MADE 
AVAILABLE WITHOUT THE NEED FOR A CLOAK AND DAGGER OPERATION, 

AN OFFER WE HAVE NOT RESPONDED TO. 

4. REQUEST FOR ACTION: 

A. IN THE EVENT THAT "60 MINUTES" PROGRAM (TO BE FILMED IN 
THREE TO FOUR WEEKS) SPECIFICALLY RAISES QUESTION OF CON- 
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TINUING USE OF INFORMERS, HOW ARE WE TO HANDLE THIS QUESTION? 

B. ON THE SUBSTANTIVE SIDE, CAN DEPARTMENT PURSUE WITH IRS 
QUESTION OF WHETHER IT IS NOT POSSIBLE TO FLATLY AND FINALLY 
DISASSOCIATE OURSELVES FROM USE OF SUCH INFORMANTS? 

C. DEPARTMENT SHOULD CONSIDER HOW WE HANDLE THE EXPECTED BLAST 
FROM GCOB IF THE "60 MINUTES" PROGRAM ALLEGES AND PERHAPS 
PRODUCES EVIDENCE THAT USG IS STILL USING INFORMANTS IN THE 
BAHAMAS ON TAX MATTERS. 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


WEISS 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: INTELLIGENCE COLLECTION, TAX LAW, NEWS MEDIA COMMENTS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 22 JUL 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: coburnhl 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976NASSAU01154 
Document Source: CORE 
Document Unique ID: 00 
Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: UPGRADED TO CONFIDENTIAL PER 3/29/79 MEMO FROM ARA - BRANDON GROVE 

Executive Order: R9 
Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760282-1003 
From: NASSAU 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760732/aaaabcbp.tel 

Line Count: 116 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION ARA 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: 76 NASSAU 1131, 76 NASSAU 1132, 76 NASSAU 1059 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: coburnhl 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 07 JUL 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <07 JUL 2004 by saccheem>; APPROVED <21 OCT 2004 by coburnhl> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: TV PROGRAM "60 MINUTES" ON THE BAHAMAS AS A TAX HAVEN 
TAGS: PINT, PFOR, CFED, BP, IRS 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



